


 

Green Industry  
Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
for the Conservation and Protection 

of Water Resources in Colorado 
 

Prepared for 

The Green Industries of Colorado (GreenCO) 
5290 E. Yale Circle, Suite 204 

Denver, CO 80222 
 

Prepared by 

Wright Water Engineers, Inc. 
2490 West 26th Avenue, Suite 100A 

Denver, CO 80211 

With support from 

The Colorado Water Conservation Board 

  Headwaters Consulting, LLC 

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
Water Quality Control Division  

(under a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency) 
 

 
Second Release, May 2004 

Copyright © 2004 by The Green Industries of Colorado 
 



 

 
NOTICES 

 
Copyright 
 
Green Industry Best Management Practices (BMPs) for the Conservation and 
Protection of Water Resources in Colorado, Second Release is copyrighted © 2004 by 
the Green Industries of Colorado. 

Disclaimer 
 
No representations are made with respect to the contents of the Green Industry Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) for the Conservation and Protection of Water Resources 
in Colorado, Second Release.  Furthermore, the Green Industries of Colorado reserves 
the right to revise the document and to make changes to the content from time to time 
without obligation to notify any person of such revision. 
 
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN IS PROVIDED ON AN “AS IS” BASIS, 
WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION THE 
WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE. THE ENTIRE RISK AS TO THE ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS OR 
QUALITY OF SUCH INFORMATION AND ANY USE MADE OF IT IS ASSUMED BY 
THE USER. 
 
NEITHER THE GREEN INDUSTRIES OF COLORADO NOR ANYONE ELSE WHO 
HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN THE CREATION, PRODUCTION OR DELIVERY OF THE 
INFORMATION SHALL BE LIABLE FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, 
CONSEQUENTIAL, OR INCIDENTAL DAMAGES (INCLUDING PROPERTY DAMAGE, 
DAMAGES FOR LOSS OF BUSINESS PROFITS, BUSINESS INTERRUPTION, AND 
THE LIKE) ARISING OUT OF THE USE OF THE INFORMATION, OR ANY OMISSION 
IN OR INACCURACY OF ANY INFORMATION EVEN IF THE GREEN INDUSTRIES 
OF COLORADO HAS BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. 
 
Distribution Notice 
 
You may freely print copies and distribute this document in whole or in part provided 
that each part (or the whole) contains the above copyright and disclaimer notice.  THE 
ENTIRE RISK AS TO THE ACCURACY, COMPLETENESS OR QUALITY OF SUCH 
INFORMATION AND ANY USE MADE OF IT REMAINS WITH THE USER. 
 
Incorporation of this document by reference is permissible with the following citation:  
GreenCO and Wright Water Engineers, Inc. 2004.  Green Industry Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) for the Conservation and Protection of Water Resources in Colorado.  
Second Release.  Denver, CO:  GreenCO. 



May 2004

Dear GreenCO Member,

The following manual, Green Industry Best Management Practices (BMPs) for the Conservation and
Protection of Water Resources in Colorado  describes conservation practices for the Green Industry in
Colorado. As a whole, GreenCO is dedicated to the conservation and preservation of all Colorado s
precious resources which contribute to Colorado s natural environment and beauty.   Since 1996, the
Green Industries of Colorado (GreenCO) has been working with a diverse set of industry experts and
partners to develop a water conservation and water quality protection program for its nine member
associations.  In May 2002, the first release of the BMP manual was developed and distributed to the
green industry through the support of GreenCO, Wright Water Engineers, Inc., Colorado Water
Conservation Board (CWCB), and Headwaters Consulting, LLC.

Coincidently, following the initial release of the manual, the Green Industry was hit-hard by drought
restrictions during 2002 and 2003.  The drought has been a wake-up call for Green Industry
professionals and communities alike, emphasizing that water conservation must become a way of life
in Colorado, all the time, not just during a drought.  In order to promote this reality to the Green Industry
professionals and to provide increased training regarding water conservation practices, GreenCO
decided to take the BMPs to the next level by revising the manual.  A training course was also
developed to accompany the manual.

The revisions were based on lessons learned from the drought experiences during 2002 and 2003.
Key practices which were added include herbaceous plant care and water budgeting.  The
manual will continue to be updated periodically to remain current with the state-of-the-art
practices for water conservation and water quality protection.  If periodic updates are necessary,
the GreenCO website will reflect the latest updates.

Although the BMP manual is copyrighted by GreenCO, it is our intent that this information be
distributed widely amongst Green Industry professionals, municipalities, water districts, and
others concerned with wise water use landscapes.  Green Industry professionals should use this
manual as general guidance with the recognition that some environmentally sensitive or drought-
stricken areas may require modification of some practices.

Whether you re a Green Industry professional, homeowner, commercial property manager, or
homebuilder, we hope you find this manual useful.  If you have any questions, please contact
GreenCO s Project Manager, Brenda O Brien (brenda.obrien@comcast.net).

Sincerely,
GreenCO Board Members
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Purpose and Limitations 

The purpose of this manual is to consolidate and improve upon Green Industry Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) for the conservation of water resources and protection of water 
quality.  These BMPs include a variety of design, installation, maintenance, grower and retail 
practices relevant to the Green Industry and the public that they serve.  This document is an 
initial building block for the Green Industry to use in further developing common industry-wide 
standards. 

This manual should be used to enhance the professional qualifications and judgement of the 
Green Industry—it is not a regulatory document.  Green Industry professionals should use this 
manual as general guidance with the recognition that some environmentally sensitive or drought-
stricken areas may require modification of these practices.  This document is not a design 
manual; instead, it provides overviews of key BMPs and directs the user to relevant design and 
certification manuals, where appropriate. 

As technological and horticultural advances occur, this manual will need to be updated 
periodically to remain current with the state-of-the-art practices for water conservation and water 
quality protection.  For the most recent version of this manual, please refer to the GreenCO Web 
site (www.greenco.org) or the Colorado Water Conservation Board Web site 
(www.cwcb.state.co.us). 
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Background 

The Green Industries of Colorado (GreenCO) is an umbrella trade organization representing the 
common interests of nine landscape-related trades: 

• Associated Landscape Contractors of Colorado (ALCC) 

• Colorado Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) 

• Colorado Association of Lawn Care Professionals (CALCP) 

• Colorado Greenhouse Growers Association (CGGA) 

• Colorado Nursery Association (CNA) 

• Garden Centers of Colorado (GCC) 

• International Society of Arboriculture/Rocky Mountain Chapter (ISA/RMC) 

• Rocky Mountain Sod Growers Association (RMSGA) 

• Wholesale Florists of Colorado (WFC) 

GreenCO members represent diverse interests including sod growers, landscape architects, 
greenhouse growers, nurseries, retailers, contractors, lawn care professionals, arborists and 
florists.  Each of GreenCO’s members has in common an economic dependence on built 
landscapes. 

In 1996, GreenCO began working to help the Green Industry develop an understanding and 
strategy to respond to challenges posed to the industry by potential water shortages related to 
either population growth or drought.  Representatives from GreenCO’s nine trade associations 
worked with diverse partners including Colorado State University Cooperative Extension, the 
Colorado WaterWise Council, Denver Water and the Colorado Water Resources Research 
Institute.  GreenCO worked proactively to support water conservation and quality goals without 
specific regulatory pressure. 

Looking to the future, GreenCO recognizes that the economic health of the industry and the 
health of the state’s water resources are inextricably linked.  Its water-related goals are to: 

• Realize significant, measurable improvements in water quality and conservation statewide 
through improved and efficient landscape practices. 

• Ensure the future health and competitiveness of the Green Industry in Colorado in the face of 
new standards and regulations. 

• Provide improved water management tools and resources for GreenCO member businesses 
and their customers. 
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To realize these goals, GreenCO identified the development of industry-wide BMPs as a first 
step toward getting its “house in order” by compiling and improving industry-wide standards for 
tools and technologies that support water conservation and quality. 

Definition of Best Management Practices (BMPs) and Principles 

The simplest way to define a BMP for purposes of this manual is a voluntary activity undertaken 
to reduce water consumption and protect water quality.  Appropriateness of the BMPs may vary 
depending on site-specific and regional conditions.  The term BMP has been selected for use in 
this manual primarily for consistency with other national and international efforts to protect 
water quality.  For example, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the state of 
Colorado (including the Nonpoint Source Council and the Water Quality Control Division), 
regional organizations such as the Denver Regional Council of Governments, local governments, 
as well as many others, have retained the term BMP in ordinances, regulations and guidance 
manuals.  

Most of the BMPs in this manual are relevant to both water quality and water conservation and 
are based on these basic principles: 

1.  Healthy landscapes enhance water quality and the environment.  Inclusion of green areas 
in urban settings helps minimize pollutant-laden runoff to waterbodies and allows 
precipitation in urban areas to infiltrate into the soil, rather than overload natural 
drainageways.  Landscape features such as grass swales, vegetated buffer strips along 
waterways, constructed wetlands and other well-vegetated areas are key components of 
good stormwater management.  Well-vegetated areas are particularly important in 
reducing sediment loading to streams and lakes. 

2. Over-irrigation is the leading source of water waste in landscaping.  Landscapes 
(including their irrigation systems) are water-efficient when they are properly designed, 
installed and maintained according to sound landscaping and water conservation 
principles.  The term "Xeriscape" was copyrighted by Denver Water in 1981 to help 
make water-conserving landscaping an easily recognized concept based on these seven 
principles: comprehensively designed landscapes, healthy soil, practical turf areas, proper 
plant selection and placement, efficient irrigation, mulching and good maintenance. 

3.   Water budgeting is an effective tool for designing and maintaining water-efficient 
landscapes during both normal and drought conditions.  An outdoor water budget 
identifies the amount of water needed for healthy landscapes.  Comparison of actual 
water used to the water budget provides a basis for adjusting water usage to reduce water 
waste.   

4. It is easier to prevent or reduce pollution by controlling it at its source, rather than 
correcting its impacts.  For the Green Industry, this means minimizing runoff from 
landscapes, properly applying and/or minimizing pesticide and fertilizer usage, and 
minimizing erosion and sediment-laden runoff at landscaping sites. 
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5. Both improved water quality and water conservation are dependent on behavior changes.  
Education of both the end user (homeowner/landscape owner) and Green Industry 
professionals (growers, retail owners, landscape designers, installation and maintenance 
professionals) is necessary for behavior change to occur.  It takes more than a nice 
manual on a shelf for improved water quality and conservation to happen.  BMPs must be 
integrated into a variety of Green Industry professional training and certification 
programs and actually put into practice in the field.  Both Green Industry businesses and 
the public must recognize the value of water quality and water conservation, and the 
consequences of failing to implement these BMPs, in order for behavioral change to 
occur. 

List of BMPs 

Hundreds of individual practices have been consolidated into 31 general BMPs described in this 
document and summarized by industry in Table 1 including: 

1. Drought and General Water Conservation Practices for Landscape Management 

2. Drought and General Water Conservation Practices for Nurseries, Greenhouses and 
Growers 

3. Education of Employees 

4. Education of the Public 

5. Herbaceous Plant Care 

6. Fertilizer Application 

7. Irrigation Efficiency (General Principles) 

8. Irrigation System Design 

9. Irrigation System Installation 

10. Irrigation System Maintenance 

11. Landscape Design 

12. Landscape Installation and Erosion and Sediment Control 

13. Landscape Maintenance 

14. Lawn Aeration 

15. Lawn Waste Disposal/Composting 

16. Mowing 
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17. Mulching 

18. Park, Golf Course and Other Large Landscape Design and Management 

19. Pesticide and Herbicide Application 

20. Pesticide, Fertilizer and Other Chemical Storage, Handling and Disposal 

21. Plant Selection and Placement 

22. Production Practices for Nurseries, Greenhouses and Growers  

23. Regulatory Awareness and Compliance 

24. Retail Practices for Nurseries, Greenhouses and Garden Centers 

25. Revegetation of Drainageways 

26. Riparian Buffer Preservation 

27. Soil Amendment/Ground Preparation 

28. Turf Management 

29. Water Budgeting 

30. Woody Plant Care 

31. Xeriscape
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Table 1
Summary of GreenCO BMPs by Industry

BMP BMP Description A
SL

A

A
LC

C

C
A

LC
P

C
G

G
A

C
N

A

G
C

C

IS
A

R
M

SG
A

W
FC

Drought and General Water 
Conservation Practices for 
Landscapes Manage landscapes using the most water-efficient techniques during drought conditions. X X X X X X X X
Drought and General Water 
Conservation Practices for 
Nurseries, Greenhouses and 
Growers

Properly irrigate nursery and greenhouse crops with the minimum amount of water waste during drought 
conditions. X X X X X

Education of Employees Educate industry employees on water quality and water conservation practices. X X X X X X X X X

Education of the Public
Model and teach water conservation and water pollution prevention to the general public and consumers of 
green industry products. X X X X X X X X X

Fertilizer Application
Properly apply fertilizers, based on the specific needs of plants, particularly as identified by appropriate soil 
or plant tissue tests. X X X X X X X

Herbaceous Plant Care Properly plant and maintain herbaceous plants to maximize plant health and conserve water. X X X X X X X

Irrigation Efficiency
Properly design, install and maintain irrigation systems to ensure uniform and efficient distribution of water, 
thereby conserving water and protecting water resources. X X X X X X X X

Irrigation System Design Design the irrigation system for the efficient and uniform distribution of water. X X X X X X X X

Irrigation System Installation

Install the irrigation system according to the irrigation design specifications, which should be in accordance 
with  manufacturer’s specifications, local code requirements and sound principles of efficient and uniform 
water distribution. X X X X X X X

Irrigation System Maintenance

Maintain the irrigation system for optimum performance, ensuring efficient and uniform distribution of water
Modify the irrigation system as needed to provide supplemental water for maintaining healthy plants withou
wasting water. X X X X X X X

Landscape Design Plan and design landscaping comprehensively to conserve water and protect water quality. X X X X X X X X
Landscape Installation/Erosion and 
Sediment Control Minimize erosion and control sediment leaving the construction site during landscape installation. X X X X X X

Landscape Maintenance
Practice landscape maintenance appropriate for the site including practices such as pruning, weeding, 
mulching, fertilization and attention to the irrigation system.  X X X X

Lawn Aeration
Aerate lawns to reduce thatch, thereby improving nutrient and water uptake, reducing runoff and reducing 
compaction. X X X

Lawn Waste Disposal/Composting
Dispose of yard waste to minimize adverse impacts to the environment by keeping waste out of storm 
drains.  Recycle and compost organic materials whenever possible. X X X X X X X

Mowing
Mow lawns to the proper height and at the proper frequency to maintain turfgrass health, thereby 
minimizing the need for pesticide and fertilizer application and reducing water usage. X X X

Mulching
Use organic mulches to reduce water loss through evaporation, to reduce soil loss due to exposure to wind
and runoff, to suppress weeds, and to provide a more uniform soil temperature. X X X X X X

Park, Golf Course and Other Large 
Landscape Design and 
Management

Large landscaped areas such as parks and golf courses should be well designed and properly managed to 
be an environmental amenity and to minimize runoff to waterbodies. X X X X X

Pesticide and Herbicide Application
Apply pesticides and herbicides at minimal levels in accordance with the label and targeted to specific 
disease and weed problems. X X X X X X X

Pesticide, Fertilizer and Other 
Chemical Storage, Handling and 
Disposal

Pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, fuel and other maintenance chemicals must be properly applied, stored, 
handled and disposed of to prevent contamination of surface water and groundwater.  X X X X X X X

Plant Selection and Placement
Select appropriate plants for the site, place plants in appropriate locations and group plants according to 
similar water needs (i.e., "hydrozoning"). X X X X X X X X

Production Practices for Nurseries, 
Greenhouses and Growers

Nurseries, greenhouses and other growers should implement a variety of source, structural, cultural and 
managerial controls to minimize pollution of water resources.  Irrigation practices that minimize off-site 
transport of pollutants also typically conserve water. X X X X

Regulatory Awareness
A variety of local, state and federal environmental regulations impact landscaping and nursery operations.  
Green industry professional should be aware of these regulations and comply with their requirements. X X X X X X X X X

Retail Practices for Nurseries, 
Greenhouses and Garden Centers

Retail businesses should operate in a manner to maintain the health of plants,  to conserve water and to 
promote water conservation and water resource protection to the general public. X X X X X

Revegetation of Drainageways
Establishment of a robust cover of vegetation is critical to the proper functioning of engineered drainage 
structures such as grass-lined channels, detention basins, retention ponds, and wetlands. X X X X X

Riparian Buffer Zone Preservation Preserve wide, undisturbed natural riparian areas along streams. X X X X
Soil Amendment/Ground 
Preparation Evaluate soil and improve, if necessary, to promote efficient water usage and healthy plants. X X X X X X X X
Turf Management Plan, properly install and maintain practical turf areas.  X X X X

Water Budgeting

Calculate the water needs of irrigated landscapes based on plant types, land area and irrigation system
efficiency.  Use the calculated water budget to apply water according to the needs of the plants and 
manage irrigation. X X X X X X X X

Woody Plant Care
Properly plant and maintain prune or trim trees, shrubs and other woody plants to maximize the plants' 
health. X X X X X X X

Xeriscape
Implement the seven basic landscape principles of Xeriscape: planning and design, soil improvement, 
zoning of plants, practical turf areas, efficient irrigation, mulching and appropriate maintenance. X X X X X X X X

ASLA = American Society of Landscape Architects
ALCC = Associated Landscape Contractors of Colorado, Inc.
CALCP = Colorado Association of Lawn Care Professionals
CGGA = Colorado Greenhouse Growers Association
CNA = Colorado Nursery Association
GCC = Garden Centers of Colorado
ISA = International Society of Arboriculture
RMSGA = Rocky Mountain Sod Growers Association
WFC = Wholesale Florists of Colorado

Member Industries

GreenCO BMP Manual
Summary Matrix

Wright Water Engineers, Inc.
Revised 5/5/2004
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Organization of BMP Descriptions 

The BMPs in this manual are listed alphabetically.  Each of the BMP descriptions is in the form 
of a fact sheet including the following information: 

• Brief description of the BMP. 

• Identification of the BMP’s applicability to design, installation, maintenance, grower or 
operation activities. 

• Identification of the BMP’s relevance to various GreenCO member industries. 

• Basic practice guidelines to follow when implementing the BMP. 

• Regional or industry considerations/adaptations. 

• Key references for more detailed information. 

The discussion of each BMP is limited to several pages with the intention that the BMP sheets 
can be taken out of this notebook for easy reference and distribution.  Because it is expected that 
users of this manual may focus on individual BMPs rather than the manual in its entirety, there 
may be redundancy among some BMP descriptions.  Efforts have been made to minimize this 
redundancy by cross-referencing the user to related BMPs. 

One important aspect of the BMP descriptions focuses on regional considerations for 
implementation of the BMP.  Because climate and topographic conditions along the Front Range 
vary considerably from the western slope of Colorado, some practices that work well in one 
location may not work well in others, or may require special adaptations.  Where appropriate, 
these types of considerations have been identified in the BMP descriptions. 

This BMP manual is not intended to serve as a design and specification manual; instead, it 
compiles and summarizes into one document the key BMPs spread across the nine trades within 
the Green Industry.  For many of the BMPs, entire workbooks and certification manuals are 
already in place, providing detailed guidance on the practice.  In these cases, the “key 
references” identified in the BMP fact sheets can be obtained for more detailed guidance.  A 
comprehensive list of these references is also provided at the end of this document. 

Second Release, May 2004  Introduction-11 



GreenCO BMPs for the Conservation and Protection of Water Resources 

Literature Review 

A key component of this project was to identify to the degree to which the Green Industry BMPs 
have been developed.  As a companion to this manual, a notebook of existing publications has 
been compiled. As a credit to the environmental awareness already present in the Green Industry, 
the majority of the BMPs included in this manual already have high quality publications, 
brochures and other materials available from multiple sources.  Most of the industry certification 
manuals also cover many of these BMPs.  The challenge to the Green Industry is ensuring that 
BMPs are implemented more broadly among its individual members.  This manual will serve as 
a key step towards achieving this goal. 

In general, the written information on Green Industry water conservation and water quality 
BMPs was consistent among sources, at least in principle, even if the details of the practice 
varied somewhat.  Given the broad scope of this manual, primary emphasis has been given to 
communicating the basic principles.  Where differing recommendations exist with regard to 
supporting details for the BMP, the source of the recommendation has been provided with an 
acknowledgement that recommendations may vary among industry professionals.  An example 
relates to fertilizer application.  Most key sources agree on the basic principles that fertilizer 
application should be timed to the needs of the plants and that fertilizer should not be over-
applied.  However, significant variation in recommended fertilizer application rates exists among 
references and member industries.  In the case of lawn fertilizer application, a table of 
recommendations prepared by CSU Cooperative Extension experts was included as reasonable 
guidance for the industry with an acknowledgement that best professional judgement and site 
conditions should be taken into consideration. 

Some of the key information sources that industry professionals may be interested in obtaining 
that have been important resources in developing this manual include industry certification 
manuals, industry web sites, local government ordinances, CSU Cooperative Extension 
resources, publications developed in other states experiencing water shortages and several other 
key resources.  A few of the most relevant resources from over 200 documents used in 
development of this manual are listed below. 

Industry Certification Manuals 

Associated Landscape Contractors of America 

• Associated Landscape Contractors of America.  2003.  Landscape Installation Training.  
Herndon, VA:  ALCA. 

• Associated Landscape Contractors of America.  2003.  Landscape Irrigation Training.  
Herndon, VA:  ALCA. 

• Associated Landscape Contractors of America.  2003.  Landscape Maintenance Training.  
Herndon, VA:  ALCA. 
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Colorado Nursery Association 

• Colorado Nursery Association.  2001.  Colorado Certified Nursery Professionals Manual.  
Denver, CO:  CNA. 

Colorado Greenhouse Growers 

• Colorado Greenhouse Growers. 2003. Colorado Certified Greenhouse Professional Manual. 
Denver, CO: CGGA. 

International Society of Arboriculture 

• International Society of Arboriculture.  1992.  Arborists Certification Study Guide.  
Champaign, IL:  ISA. 

• Britton, John.  1994.  Tree–Pruning Guidelines.  Champaign, IL:  ISA. 

Industry Web Sites 

American Nursery and Landscape Association (ANLA).  2002.  Web site: www.anla.org.

American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA).  2002.  Web site:  www.asla.org. 

Associated Landscape Contractors of Colorado (ALCC).  2002.  Web site:  www.alcc.com. 

Colorado Association of Lawn Care Professionals (CALCP).  2002.  Web site:  
www.gardeningcolorado.com/calcp. 

Colorado Nursery Association (CNA).  2002.  Web site:   www.coloradonurseries.org.

Garden Centers of Colorado (GCC).  2002.  Web site:  www.gardencentersofcolorado.org. 

International Society of Arboriculture, Rocky Mountain Chapter (ISA/RMC).  2002.  Web site: 
www.isarmc.org. 

Rocky Mountain Sod Growers Association (RMSGA).  2002.  Web site: 
www.rockymountainsodgrowers.com. 

Local Government/Agency Ordinances and Guidance 

Centennial Water and Sanitation District. 2004. Water Conservation Program.  
(http://www.highlandsranch.org/6/6-1a.html). Highlands Ranch, CO:  Centennial Water 
and Sanitation District. 

City and County of Denver.  2000.  Denver Landscape Design and Maintenance Guidelines for 
Water Conservation on City Owned and Operated Properties.   
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City of Colorado Springs City Planning.  1998.  Landscape Code & Policy Manual.  Colorado 
Springs, CO:  City. 

Colorado Department of Local Affairs. 2004. Water Efficient Landscape Design Model 
Ordinance. Web site:   www.dola.state.co.us/smartgrowth/. Denver, CO: Colorado 
Department of Local Affairs, Office of Smart Growth.   

Colorado Springs Utilities.  2001.  Colorado Springs Utilities Xeriscape Web site: 
www.csu.org/xeri. 

Colorado Water Conservation Board.  2002.  Web site:  www.cwcb.state.co.us. 

Denver Regional Council of Governments.  1998.  Keeping Soil On Site, Construction Best 
Management Practices for Erosion and Sedimentation Control.  Denver, CO:  DRCOG. 

Denver Water.  2004.  Denver Water Conservation and Xeriscape Web sites:   
http://www.denverwater.org/cons_xeriscape/cons_xeriscapeframe.html and 
www.watersaver.org.  Also Denver Water brochures. 

Design Studios West, Inc.; J.M. Knopf; HydroSystems KDI, Inc.; The Restoration Group, Inc.; 
and G. A. White. 2004. WaterWise Landscaping Best Practice Manual: A Companion 
Guide to Water Efficient Landscape Design. Web site:   
www.dola.state.co.us/smartgrowth/.  Denver, CO: Colorado Department of Local Affairs, 
Office of Smart Growth.   

Durango City Council.  2001.  Water Conservation Management Plan, Long-Range Water 
Efficiency Management Plan for the City of Durango and the Properties Served by the 
City’s Water Utility System.  (www.durangogov.org).  Durango, CO:  Durango City 
Council. 

Urban Drainage and Flood Control District.  1996.  Clear Choices for Clean Water brochure 
series (Managing Your Construction Site, Caring for Your Lawn and Garden, and 
Managing Your Household Waste).  Denver, CO:  UDFCD. 

Urban Drainage and Flood Control District.  1999.  Urban Storm Drainage Criteria Manual, 
Volume 3, Stormwater Best Management Practices.  Denver, CO:  UDFCD. 

Urban Drainage and Flood Control District.  2001.  Urban Storm Drainage Criteria Manual, 
Volume 2.  Denver, CO:  UDFCD. 

Wright Water Engineers and Denver Regional Council of Governments.  1996.  Guidelines for 
Water Quality Enhancement at Golf Courses Through the Use of Best Management 
Practices.  Denver, CO:  DRCOG. 

Colorado State University Cooperative Extension Resources 

Colorado State Cooperative Extension.  2001.  PLANTtalk Web site: 
www.ext.colostate.edu/ptlk. 
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Colorado State University Cooperative Extension.  2004.  Plant Select® web site: 
http://www.ext.colostate.edu/psel/. 

 
Colorado State Cooperative Extension.  2001. Gardening On-line Web site:  

www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/garden. 

Panter, K.L., S.E. Newman, and R.M. Waskom. 1998.  Pollution Prevention in Colorado 
Greenhouses.  XCM-206 (www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/garden/xcm206.pdf).   Ft. Collins, 
CO:  Colorado State University Cooperative Extension. 

Waskom, R. and T. Bauder.  1995.  "Homeowner's Guide Series" (Protecting Water Quality and 
the Environment, Alternative Pest Management for the Lawn and Garden, Pesticide Use 
Around the House, Fertilizing Your Lawn and Garden).  Ft. Collins, CO:  Colorado State 
University Cooperative Extension. 

Other States Experiencing Water Shortages 

California Department of Water Resources.  1993.  Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance.  
Web site:  http://www.owue.water.ca.gov/landscape/ord/ord.cfm.  

California Urban Water Conservation Council.  2002.  H2OUSE Water Saver Home.  Web site:  
www.h2ouse.net. 

Other Key Resources 

Fifield, Jerald.  2002.  Field Manual on Sediment and Erosion Control Best Management 
Practices for Contractors and Inspectors.  Santa Barbara, CA:  Forester Press. 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection.  2002.  Florida Green Industries’ Best 
Management Practices for Protection of Water Resources in Florida.  Tallahassee, FL:  
Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 

Koski, T. 2003.  Winter/Spring (2003) Lawn Management for Colorado Lawns. 
(http://csuturf.colostate.edu/Pages/summer2003lawnCARE.htm).  Ft. Collins, CO: 
Colorado State University Cooperative Extension. 

Koski, T. and V. Skinner. 2004.  Lawn Care.  Fact Sheet No. 7.202 
(http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/garden/07202.html).  Ft. Collins, CO: Colorado State 
University Cooperative Extension. 

Mecham, B.Q.  2001.  Recommended Best Management Practices for Urban Turfgrass in 
Colorado.  Loveland, CO:  Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District. 

International Turf Producers Foundation.  2001.  Water Right—Conserving Our Water, 
Preserving Our Environment.  Rolling Meadows, IL:  ITPF. 
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Irrigation Association Water Management Committee.  2002.  Turf and Landscape Irrigation 
Best Management Practices.  Falls Church, VA:  Irrigation Association.  See also 
www.irrigation.org. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service, National Association of Conservation Districts and 
Wildlife Habitat Council.  1998.  Backyard Conservation Brochure Series. (Bringing 
Conservation from the Countryside to Your Backyard; Nutrient Management; Pest 
Management; Water Conservation; Composting; Wetlands; Mulching; Terracing; Tree 
Planting; Wildlife Habitat). 

Rocky Mountain Sod Growers Association. 2003.  Guidelines: Installation and Establishment of 
New Sod in the Landscape (http://www.rockymountainsodgrowers.com/install.html). 

Rocky Mountain Sod Growers Association. 2004.  Guidelines:  Watering Recommendations for 
Established Bluegrass Lawns. 
(http://www.rockymountainsodgrowers.com/irrigation.html). 

Rocky Mountain Sod Growers Association. 2004.  Fall and Winter Lawn Care. 
(http://www.rockymountainsodgrowers.com/fall.html). 

Xeriscape Colorado! Inc.  2001.  Web site:  www.xeriscape.org. 
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